The field of personal wireless communications is steadily growing in importance, from an academic, industrial and societal point of view. The dropping cost of WLAN and short range technologies such as Bluetooth and Zigbee is causing the proliferation of personal devices and appliances equipped with radio interfaces. Together with gradual deployment of powerful wireless infrastructure networks, such as 3G cellular systems and WLAN hotspots, the conditions are being created for a↵ordable ubiquitous communication involving virtually any artifact. This enables new application areas such as ambient intelligence where a world of devices sensors and actuators surrounding us use wireless technology to create systems that assist us in an unobtrusive way. It also allows the development of personal and personalized environments that accompany a person wherever he or she goes. Examples are Personal Area Networks (PAN) physically surrounding a person, and personal networks with a potentially a global reach.
